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action press is the official provider of images and videos of the wedding of 
Boris Becker and Lilian de Carvalho Monteiro 

            
           

          
           

        

Through this partnership, action press will distribute the unique and unforgettable 
moments of this special event, photographed by the BRAVE agency to national and 
international television stations, media houses, publishers and digital platforms. Boris 
Becker's wedding not only promises to be a private event, but will also be the focus 
of a global audience due to the international fame of the former tennis star. 

“We are proud to have received the trust of Boris Becker and his management to 
capture and distribute these special moments,” explains Ulli Michel, Managing 
Director of action press. “Our decades of experience and our international network 
enable us to meet the high demand for exclusive images and videos of such an 
important event.” 

Over the years, action press, one of the world's leading photo agencies, has 
established itself as a reliable partner for images of major events. With a global 
network of photographers and a strong digital presence, action press ensures that 
the highlights of Boris Becker's wedding will reach a worldwide audience. The 
cooperation with the BRAVE agency, which is part of the SPORTFIVE network, 
guarantees worldwide media distribution of the wedding photos. 

action press gives interested media and partners the opportunity to acquire the 
exclusive material via a bidding process. This procedure enables selected buyers to 
obtain exclusive access to the coveted footage at an early stage and use it for their 
reporting. 

 

For further information and image requests please contact:  
action press  
E-mail: heiko.schoenborn@actionpress.de 
Phone: +49 175 3764 166 
Website: www.actionpress.de  

 

About action press:  

action press AG, founded in Hamburg in 1970 and listed on the open market of the 
Düsseldorf Stock Exchange, was completely realigned in August 2020 following a 
change of ownership. In September 2021, ddp media GmbH (also Hamburg) was 

Hamburg, September 13, 2024 – action press picture agency is pleased to 
announce that it will be the exclusive international provider of the official images 
and videos of the wedding of Boris Becker and Lilian de Carvalho Monteiro. The 
wedding ceremony, already considered the social highlight of the year, will be 
distributed worldwide through action press' unique perspective and high quality.
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acquired, followed by the complete takeover of Stella Pictures AB in Stockholm in 
June 2022. In addition to action press, ddp images and Stella, the group also 
includes renowned photo agency brands such as PicturePress, Intertopics and 
FoodCentrale. action press has one of the largest catalogs of digital media assets 
bundled in one company worldwide.  

Every day, up to 80,000 photos from over 5,000 photographers and 130 partner 
agencies from 120 countries are processed and indexed according to the highest 
editorial standards. With 200 million photos, action press is one of the largest image 
databases in the world. The share capital of action press AG amounts to 22.05 
million euros. The shares of action press AG are traded on the open market of the 
Düsseldorf Stock Exchange under WKN A3ESE3 (ISIN DE000A3ESE35).  

 

Queries:  
- Ulli Michel: ulli.michel@actionpress.de, +49 172 253 73 03 
- Prof. Moritz Hunzinger: moritz.hunzinger@actionpress.de, +49 171 60 333 20 
https://www.actionpress-ir.de  



Premier League club Everton FC relies on action press and SmartFrame technology as 
official content providers 

Hamburg, Germany – August 29, 2024: Everton Football Club has appointed action press 
international GmbH (Hamburg), a subsidiary of action press AG (Frankfurt am Main) 
and SmartFrame Technologies Ltd (London) as its official content providers. 

action press international, a leading global photo agency based in Hamburg, will handle 
the photo productions of English Premier League club Everton Football Club, while 
SmartFrame, with its innovative streaming platform, will be the official IT and content 
distributor. In co-operation with renowned photographer Bob Martin and his team, action 
press international will produce and distribute the club's exclusive images. SmartFrame's 
innovative image streaming technology will be used to optimise the presentation of high-
quality sports images and bring fans closer to matches, events, moments and memories. 

"We are proud and delighted to take on the role of official content provider for Everton 
Football Club," said Ulli Michel, CEO and Managing Director of action press international. 
"Everton is not only a club with an impressive history and tradition, but also a club with a 
passionate fan base. It is an honour to support and carry forward the visual and media story 
of this great club." 

Under the new agreement, Everton F.C. will gain ownership of its official images and all 
associated copyrights. Everton will also benefit from additional revenue generated through 
SmartFrame's ad-tech solution. This solution offers occasional advertising and sponsorship 
placements within the images. The revolutionary platform is already used by some of the 
biggest brands in sports and entertainment, enabling advertisers to reach new global 
audiences. 

All SmartFrame images offer interactive features such as full-screen viewing and hyper-
zoom technology as standard, as well as important protection against image theft and 
misuse. In addition, the technology provides information on how audiences interact with 
Everton content. 

Rob Sewell, CEO and co-founder of SmartFrame Technologies, said: "I am delighted that 
Everton has adopted our model and is joining several other prestigious sports brands to 
transform the way images are published, viewed and monetised online. This agreement is 
another step in our commitment to create an image ecosystem based on ethics and 
transparency. I am very much looking forward to our joint collaboration." 

About Everton Football Club 

Everton Football Club, one of the 12 founding members of the Football League, have spent 
more seasons in England's top flight than any other club (121) and have been champions 
nine times. Founded in 1878 as St Domingo, the club has also won the FA Cup five times 
and added the European Cup Winners' Cup to its prestigious collection in 1985. 

Throughout its 146-year history, Everton has always been known as a family-orientated club, 
founded on proud traditions and affectionately referred to as 'The People's Club'. These 
traditions have also fuelled innovation, allowing Everton to remain one of the great 
pioneering clubs in the history of the game. The first club to build a purpose-built football 
stadium, its home, Goodison Park, is one of the most revered stadiums in England. From 
summer 2025, the club will continue these traditions in a new 52,888-seater stadium at 
Bramley-Moore Dock, ensuring the club's roots remain in north Liverpool for generations to 
come. 
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About SmartFrame Technologies 

SmartFrame Technologies, founded in 2015, is a London-based technology provider whose 
image streaming platform is redefining the standard for online image publishing. The platform 
connects sports brands and other content owners with publishers, advertisers and online 
audiences, ensuring the highest quality images are delivered with maximum security, clear 
provenance and detailed analytics. In addition, the platform's contextual ad tech module 
enables brands to target audiences with highly effective, contextualised in-image advertising 
and sponsorship placements that cater to viewers' interests while complying with global 
privacy regulations. 

Queries:  

- Ulli Michel: ulli.michel@actionpress.de, +49 172 253 73 03 
- Prof. Moritz Hunzinger: moritz.hunzinger@actionpress.de, +49 171 60 333 20  

https://www.actionpress-ir.de  

 



2023 Financial year of action press AG: Annual Results for 2023, New Business Areas 
and Additional Synergy Effects from 2024 
 
Frankfurt am Main, June 30, 2024 - action press AG, the parent company of the international 
picture agency group action press and ddp, reported a net loss before taxes of € 413.000 for 
the 2023 financial year on the basis of the separate financial statements in accordance with 
the German Commercial Code (HGB), compared to a loss of € 346.000 in the previous year. 
This was due to one-off expenses in the course of the company integration, which will lead 
to cost reductions in the current year 2024. 
 
The action press Group's revenue amounted to around € 4 million; adjusted for the effects of 
the sale of an investment as at June 30, 2022, it remained largely stable year-on-year. 
Adjusted EBITDA amounted to minus € 1 million, influenced by special effects. The 
challenges in the print market, in particular the unexpected closure of numerous magazines 
by major German publishers in spring 2023, led to a decline in revenue in the core business. 
However, action press was able to largely compensate for these losses from the second half 
of the year through new activities in the area of commissioned productions for sports 
organizations. 
 
The first exclusive new customers include the world's largest rugby association and a club 
from the English Premier League. Another European football club will be added from July 1, 
2024. Further talks, offers and contract negotiations are currently underway with sports 
associations on various continents. 
 
action press recorded growth in the online and TV sector. In the past year alone, around 90 
new videos were added every day, giving the company one of the most extensive moving 
image offerings for entertainment and mixed media in Germany. Since April 2024, video 
production has been carried out from a dedicated site in Buenos Aires during the night. In 
addition, the offering was expanded to include further ready-to-publish services and 
multimedia services in the food sector for online customers. The Copyright Services division, 
which pursues copyright infringements, was able to introduce technological innovations and 
acquired other picture agencies as new customers for the first time. 
 
The merger of the administrative departments of action press international GmbH and ddp 
media GmbH was completed in 2023, which led to special charges due to staff reductions 
and compensation payments. The planned reduction in personnel costs, the consolidation of 
supplier contracts and the closure of one of the two Hamburg locations at the end of 2023 
are expected to lead to cost savings in the current financial year in the almost seven-figure 
range. 
 
At the same time, the Group's organizational realignment was completed in 2023. For the 
first time, action press has a CFO at holding level. The creation of new editorial structures 
and the appointment of a Group-wide editor-in-chief at the end of 2023 should enable further 
synergies in the current year. New business areas have been created, above all sports. 
action press is currently working on the realization of a one-stop store for all of the Group's 
photo, video and text content, which will lead to further cost savings and create a strong new 
marketplace with significant added value for media and non-media customers. 
 
Complete realignment now completed following takeover 
 
action press AG, founded in Hamburg in 1970 and listed on the open market of the 
Düsseldorf Stock Exchange, was completely realigned in August 2020 following a change of 
ownership. In September 2021, ddp media GmbH (also Hamburg) was acquired, followed by 
the complete takeover of Stella Pictures AB in Stockholm in June 2022. In addition to action 
press, ddp images and Stella, the group also includes renowned photo agency brands such 
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as PicturePress, Intertopics and FoodCentrale. action press has one of the largest catalogs 
of digital media assets bundled in one company worldwide. 
 
Every day, up to 80,000 photos from over 5,000 photographers and 130 partner agencies 
from 120 countries are processed and indexed according to the highest editorial standards. 
With 200 million photos, action press is one of the largest image databases in the world. The 
share capital of action press AG amounts to 22.05 million euros. The shares of action press 
AG are traded on the open market of the Düsseldorf Stock Exchange under WKN A3ESE3 
(ISIN DE000A3ESE35). 
 
The equity ratio of action press AG as of December 31, 2023 was 85.26 percent. 
 
Queries: 
 
- Ulli Michel: ulli.michel@actionpress.de, +49 172 253 73 03 
- Prof. Moritz Hunzinger: moritz.hunzinger@actionpress.de, +49 171 60 333 20 
 
https://www.actionpress-ir.de  
 



action press strengthens night production with new location In Buenos Aires 
 

 
   Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Javier Milei (10.12.2023) 

 
Frankfurt/Hamburg, April 9, 2024 – action press AG picture agency group is strengthening its 
night production with the opening of its third international location in Buenos Aires. The new 
editorial team in the Argentinian capital started work at the beginning of April. Two editors 
mainly manage the production of entertainment content in video format during the nighttime 
hours in Europe. The aim is to strengthen the offer for the early morning hours, which are of 
great importance for TV stations and digital media. 
 
The editorial office in Buenos Aires is being opened in collaboration with the Grosby Group 
(Los Angeles) American agency, which is providing action press with both the office and 
specialized editorial staff. 
 
In addition to Buenos Aires, action press has international offices in Stockholm, where its 
subsidiary Stella Pictures AB is based, and Auckland, where the agency has been 
coordinating the official photo production for the New Zealand Rugby Union since July last 
year. A total of 18 photo editors and photographers are working on behalf of action press in 
New Zealand and Australia. 
 
During the working hours of the new office in Buenos Aires, numerous events from the world 
of entertainment and show business take place, mainly in the USA. 
 
With the opening of the new editorial office in Argentina, action press is taking advantage of 
the time difference and can process content about events that take place during the night in 
Europe during regular working hours. 
 
Photo: Sven Simon/ddp 
 
Queries: 
action press AG Management Board 
- Prof. Moritz Hunzinger: moritz.hunzinger@actionpress.de, +49 171 60 333 20 
- Ulli Michel: ulli.michel@actionpress.de, +49 172 253 73 03 
https://www.actionpress-ir.de 
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ddp media GmbH Management 
- Vicente Poveda: vicente.poveda@ddpimages.com, +49 170 285 42 13 
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